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Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

TnXTh^ Stat f T 8nt Und f f R V' e 436/51 with ^gard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement mausrnai 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingJurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 
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AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) ; PCT,GB2004. 004596 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Novelty/Inventive step: Although a similar method is known from WO-A-98/06255 for 
inducing spawning of Polychaete worms of the families Nereidae and Eunicidae, WO-A- 
98,06255 does not disclose a exposure time of 14 to 24 days, nor is the known method 
described as to be applicable to marine worms of the family Arenicolidae. 
The prior published documents, cited in the description or in the international search 
report, either taken individually or in combination do not disclose, suggest or reasonably 
lead the person skilled in the art to consider the methods for inducing sexual maturation as 
presently claimed. The person skilled in the art would not be able to combine all the 
features of claims 1 , 3 and 6 and as such arrive at the claimed methods without an 
inventive activity. 

Claims 2 and 8 to 1 0 are dependent on claim 1 , claims 4 and 5 are dependent on claim 3 
and claim 7 is dependent on claim 6. As such they also meet the requirements of the PCT 
with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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